AFTER   EVEREST
house-boy announced that the lepers were outside and
wanted to see me. I went out and found the whole eighty
of them, grown men and little boys, having walked the
two miles from the Home, all carrying their possessions,
even down to the monkey they kept as a pet. " What do
you want ? " I asked. Not a word. They just looked
around rather stupidly. " What's all this about ? " Still
not a word. " Are you on strike ? " Then at last—
" Yes, we've walked out. We are not going back to the
Leper Home." " Why not ? " Dead silence. (I very
much doubt whether they knew what it was all about.
I'm quite certain 7 didn't.) " Look here/' I said, in Tamil,
" I don't know what you're here for, but if you don't like
the Leper Home, you can go away. We don't mind ; we
run it for your benefit, to get you cured. We give you
free food and clothes and everything else, provided only
that you do a bit of gardening, draw the water, and play
games. But if you don't like it, you can go home. There
are hundreds more lepers who will be only too pleased to
get into the Home, and in a few days it will be full again.
If you don't want to be cured of leprosy, go home. But
there is one man " (indicating the grumbler) " that must
go home. We won't have him in the Leper Settlement
again. The others can do just what they like/'
Poor chaps !—they were completely nonplussed. They
hadn't expected that; in fact, they really didn't know'
what they were there for, except that they had been told
to go out by our grousing friend. Harlow and I went
down to the Leper Home in a car, and found one'solitary
leper there, left behind because he didn't see the use of it
all. So we went to the kitchens, and saw that the fires
were burning and the cauldrons of rice boiling. We ordered
that a hot meal for eighty people should be got ready and
served to the wanderers when they had returned, for we
were sure that they would all go back to the Leper Home.
During our return journey to Neyyoor we met the whole
lot, in twos and threes, still carrying their possessions and
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